











redwood trunks viewed from this part of the
house. The modular living room seating is
another favorite element, which allows for
flexible rearranging to accommodate con-
versation, activity, or viewing a movie.

Serenity

The simply furnished master suite has
a strong Zen influence and looks out into
treetops. A “back to nature” feel was
important to the couple. The master closet
is a partitioned area between the bedroom
and master bath.

The bathroom is a paragon of simplicity,
serenity, and smart design behind a pocket
door. Thai river rock is imbedded in the
floor, which slopes gently upward. When
the floor begins sloping gently downward
and one notices a showerhead among
organic-looking wall tiles, the realization you
are standing on the gravity drain shower
floor begins to dawn. The outdoors is drawn
in through the windows to give the impres-
sion of an outdoor shower. Ingenious nar-
row bath countertops permit close-up
access to mirrors. Numerous drawers ade-
quately contain toiletries. Hair dryer and
toothbrush are plugged in behind the draw-
ers, ever ready.

Whimsey, new heights, and roots
Primary colors on tiles and swirls etched
in the window of the children’s bathroom

make it updated and fun. The younger chil-
dren chose glow-in-the-dark carpet. Rings
suspended from the ceiling in the boy's
room allow physical play indoors. The high
ceiling in the younger daughter’s room per-
mitted construction of a loft playroom over
the bed with ladder and fire pole.

The partial third floor has a lookout-style
mini office for Creath who installed Cat-5
wiring throughout the home. A door in the
office leads to the rooftop deck and hot tub,
with a glass railing that won't obstruct the
view. As for making a statement, Creath
and Linden painted several winsome and
welcoming quotations on the walls. From
Emerson, stenciled in red across the living
room wall: “The ornament of a house is the
friends who frequent it.” And, since it's
always fun to look back at the starting point,
the former backyard brick barbecues now
in the dining area, used for wine storage
and as a pleasant reminder of the original
house.

Lessons

This home celebrates the individuality of
five family members in approximately 1650
square feet. For the couple it stands as a
symbol of a terrific journey together. Neither
has regrets about the process during which
Linden had a revelation. She says, “Once
we'd done this together, | knew we'd alway
be in love.” 2
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